
  

 
 

         Worship Service @ 10:30 AM         Sunday School @ 9:15 AM 

Thoughts from Pastor Dave: 

Thank You is sometimes spoken without a lot of meaning. It becomes just a polite way to recognize what 
someone has done. When I am studying, and a cup of coffee with a treat shows up – Thanks!  It does not 
express really how much I appreciate the gesture. Not that I need more treats, but it gives you a warm 
feeling that someone cares. Sometimes I feel that way in saying thank you to God. The feeling is much 
deeper than a casual thank you. I find I want the thank you to be much deeper than my casual thank you 
prayer. Words do not always convey the real appreciation we feel.  

One reason Thanksgiving Day is important: it reminds us of just how thankful we are even when words get 
chocked up and seem so shallow. Take time this thanks season to express the deep feeling to God for all He 
has and will give us. In the words of Psalm 103 – "Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is in within me, 
bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and forget not all His benefits."   

Thanks, Lord! 

Pastor Dave 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Remembering our friends and family in prayer: Adelaide Boettcher, Alicia 

Davis, Betty DeRoy (Carol Bennett’s sister-in-law), Trent Gordon, the family of 

Kyra Hayes, Glenn Knutson, Lois Lukasiewicz, Judy Minion, Betty Monicken, 

Ellen Monicken-Knuth, Mark Nelson, Margaret Ramberg, Leonard Suchy, 

Amanda Swenson, and Angie Symanietz. If you would like your name added, 

or to add anyone else to our list, please call Kathy Swenson at 715-425-6046 or 

see the church website at rushriverlutheran.org/prayer-request. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 Confirmation Sunday: On Sunday, October 30
th

, four young women 

from Rush River Lutheran were confirmed: Tova Brookshaw, Taylor 

Falde, Lauren Johnson, and Eryka Knutson. Please keep these young 

people in your prayers as they continue their faith journey.  

 

 

 

 

 

November 2016 

Please submit your news items to the office by email or drop 

them in the basket on the office desk!  

December newsletter items are due by November 20th.  
Thank you! 



Council Corner ~ November 2016 

As I write this article on 10/20/16, the long awaited elevator is being installed at RRLC. So, even though 
technically it will be functional as you read this article, the state of Wisconsin will need to inspect the elevator 
before it is legal to use. We will mark the completion of the project with a ribbon cutting and a dedication of 
the elevator at a Sunday service. 

The Elevator Capital Campaign continues to move closer to the $56,740.00 needed to pay the cost of the 
project. Since, as of this writing the combined total of special gifts and matching dollars from the estate of 
Gordy Bakke totals $41,722.00, we still need $7,509.00 in special gifts to fully fund the project. RRLC is 
blessed with generous members and friends. 

We are also hopeful to complete the much needed stripping and waxing of the floors in the fellowship hall 
once the elevator work is finished. That project will be funded through an existing endowment request. An 
endowment request was also used to paint and update lighting, mirrors and towel dispensers in the three 
restrooms. Thanks to Emily for her good work with the restroom update. They look great! 

The Council wishes to acknowledge the excellent planning and work that went into making our Harvest Dinner 
Sunday a really successful day in the life of this church. The event definitely left a good impression on visitors, 
but equally important is the fact that so many of the members and friends of our church were involved. It was 
truly a church wide effort. Thanks to the Harvest Dinner Committee for making everything go so smoothly. 

Finally, after all things are said and done and even though I know it is not very Lutheran like, maybe it would 
be ok for us to ride the elevator down to the Fellowship Hall with its newly waxed floors and pat ourselves on 
the back for a week or two. 
 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST, 
Don 

 

 

     
ELEVATOR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

RRLC IS BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE 

PLEASE CONSIDER A FINANCIAL GIFT(S) TO THE ELEVATOR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

GIFTS OF ANY AMOUNT ARE REQUESTED    

YOUR SPECIAL GIFT WILL BE MATCHED WITH A DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR-GIFT FROM THE 
ESTATE OF GORDY BAKKE 

TOTAL COST OF PROJECT:  $56,740.00       

Elevator Capital Campaign Committee: 
Ione Hayes, Annette Kelley, Paula Knutson, Emily Pierson, Roberta Sylla,   

David Austrum, Donald Austrum 

Please contact the committee for fund-raising thoughts and ideas 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.chiff.com/pics2/thankful.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.chiff.com/home_life/holiday/thanksgiving/clip_art.htm&docid=n4uKxB1KAccIwM&tbnid=FpJZDUE2rSKiiM:&w=599&h=109&bih=963&biw=1920&ved=0ahUKEwiS2_HYkrvPAhVr3IMKHSWwCd8QMwhbKC4wLg&iact=mrc&uact=8


November 2016 Calendar 

Worship Leaders in November 
 Readers 

Communion 

Assistant 
Greeters Ushers Altar Preparation     

Nov 6 
Lawrence 

Johnson 

Nicky 

Brookshaw 

Jane Swenson 

& Karen Miller  

Kelly Ebbens, 

Annette Kelley, Toni 

Lubich & Roberta 

Sylla 

Karen Danielson 

& Peggy Kugel 

Nov 13 
Sunday 

School 

Students 

 Danielson  

Family 

Kelly Ebbens, 

Annette Kelley, Toni 

Lubich & Roberta 

Sylla 

 

Nov 20 
Lisa 

Anderson 

Kotz 

Nicky 

Brookshaw 

Bob Kotz & 

Lisa Anderson 

Kotz 

Kelly Ebbens, 

Annette Kelley, Toni 

Lubich & Roberta 

Sylla 

Karen Danielson 

& Peggy Kugel 

Nov 27  
Jessica & 

Anika 

Streech  

 Don &   Loree 

Austrum 

Kelly Ebbens, 

Annette Kelley, Toni 

Lubich & Roberta 

Sylla 

 

 

Thank you to Cindy Johnson for baking communion bread for the month of November! 
Thank you to Ariel Stephan for faithfully ringing the church bell! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Pastor Dave’s 

office hours: Wed 
&  Thurs; 10 am-12 

 

Linda’s office hours: 

Wed & Thurs, 10 – 

1:30 

 1 

St. Croix Pastor’s 

Conference Mtg, 

10 AM 

2   
    7th/8th Gr.   

Confirmation, 
6-6:45; Choir 

Rehearsal, 7 PM 

3 
Quilters, 9 AM   

4 
      

5          

      

6             

9:15 am Sunday 

School; 10:30 

am Worship 

7        
Men in Mission,  

6:30 PM 

8      
Council Mtg,   

___6:30 PM;___ 

Election Day 

 

9     7th/8th Gr.   

Confirmation, 
6-6:45; Choir 

Rehearsal, 7 PM 

10                    
Women’s Bible study 

@ Carol Stephan’s,  
1 PM 

11                

 
 

12        
Peace Circle:  
9 AM @ Ruth 

Bamman’s 
 

13   9:15 am 

Sun. School; 

10:30 am 

Worship; F of RR 

Mtg, 9:30 am 

14      

 

15             

 

16      
 7th/8th Gr.   

Confirmation, 
6-6:45; Choir 

Rehearsal, 7 PM 

17          
Women’s Bible study 

@ Carol Stephan’s,  
1 PM 

18          

 

 

19    

 

20           
9:15 am Sunday 

School; 10:30m 

Worship;  

Newsletter items 

due 

21              22             23    
7th/8th Gr. 

Confirmation, 
6-6:45;  Choir 

Rehearsal, 7 PM 

24       

 

Thanksgiving Day  

25    

             
  

26      

         

27        
9:15 am Sunday 

School; 10:30 

am Worship  

28           29       30 
    7th/8th Gr. 

Confirmation, 
6-6:45;  Choir 

Rehearsal, 7 PM 

         

 

 

 

 

September Income: $6,675.48                September Expenses: $6,639.57    

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or comments or for more information if you would like any.            
Roberta Sylla, Treasurer 

 



With deepest sympathy                                      

We express our deepest sympathy to the family 

and friends of Kyra Faith Hayes, whose 

funeral was held at Rush River Lutheran on 

October 26, 2016. Our heartfelt prayers go 

with you during this difficult time. Know 

that your church family holds you close to their hearts. 

 

Lutheran Counseling and Family Services of Wisconsin 
 

 

Lutheran Counseling and Family Services of Wisconsin is now offering counseling services to individuals, families and 
couples in the Rice Lake and Eau Claire areas. Jennifer Larson LaRue is a licensed marriage and family therapist, and an 
ordained ELCA pastor with 15 years of ministry experience. She is also a board-certified chaplain with the Association of 
Professional Chaplains and has worked for the past several years for Mayo Clinic Health System in Barron, Bloomer and 
Eau Claire. Her areas of expertise and interest include: spirituality and mental health, grief and loss, bereavement, 
marriage, relationships and communication, family issues, life cycle transitions, stress management, depression and 
anxiety. To make an appointment, call 888-867-4840. 

 
Clinical Services Center – University of Wisconsin – Stout 

Stout’s Clinical Services Center provides a practice setting for well-trained and supervised Marriage and Family 
Therapy and School Psychology graduate students. It does this by providing affordable individual, couple, and 
family therapy services and educational assessment services to the general public. Brochures with additional 

information are available on the bulletin board.

 
Ultimate Car Wash Cards Available 

The Ultimate Car Wash Includes:                                                                                   

   *Undercarriage Flush              * Presoak           *Spot Free Rinse    
                    * High Pressure Wash or Soft Foam Wash         

 *Triple Shine Vehicle Enhancer/Cleaner                    *95 Second Super Dry 

Does your car need a wash? We can help! The Ultimate Car Wash Card is good at any Kwik Trip or Kwik Star Store. It 
includes 5 Ultimate Car Washes for $36.00. The best part is a portion of all sales stay here at Rush River! Please contact 
Emily at 715.760.0573 with any questions or for your card. 

River Falls Community Blood Drive 

American Legion Hall, 701 N. Main 

Thursday November 17 – 1-7 PM 
Friday, November 18 – 8:30 AM-2:30 PM 

For appointments or information, please call Judy at 715-425-7500 or visit www.redcrossblood.org.  
Search by Sponsor Code: riverfalls 

Each blood donation of whole blood can help save up to three lives. At the July Red Cross blood drive 
in River Falls, 186 units were collected. Those donations may have saved hundreds of lives. The Red 

Cross, however, must collect 14,000 blood donations each and every day to help support cancer 
patients, transplant patients and others. There is no artificial substitute for blood. 

 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/


 
Congratulations to Kelly Sylla & Timber Ebbens,  

married on September 17, 2016! We pray God’s blessings upon 

them as they begin their new life together!! 

         

                                “It is not happy people who are thankful; 
                                          It is thankful people who are happy.”

          

From The Salvation Army: 

Greetings:  
Hope this email finds you well. It's that time of year again where we reach out to our churches and ask for their help with our 
Red Kettle Campaign. Please consider taking a day or two to ring for us this season. Your church can sign up 
at www.ringbells.org or call me on my cell and I can help, too. Our Red Kettle Campaign is our single most important 
fundraiser of the year and we appreciate all of you helping. Some of you have already signed up. Thank you!    

 

Also, right now Grace Place is in real need of New Bed Pillows. We have been serving so many and at one point we were 
completely out. Also, household supplies are a real need along with personal care items. AND, we always need diapers and 
wipes. We appreciate you all so much and the support you give throughout the year.  
 

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks so much!                     
 
Angela L. Moulton  

Media and Fundraising Manager    
St. Croix, Polk and Burnett Counties       Doing the most good 

Salvation Army          every year, The Salvation Army 

715-246-1222 St. Croix         helps nearly 30 million people,  

715-485-1221 Polk         roughly one per second.  

715-497-4438 Cell         Support us at    
          donate.salvationarmnyusa.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don't Forget: 
Christmas Card Fundraiser- Due November 15 

Please turn in photos and order forms to Toni Lubich by Nov. 15. Forms are available online in October's 

newsletter, at church, or contact Toni at 715-426-5217. Lisa Christensen, graphic designer and member of RR, 
has designed these cards and will be filling the orders. These are high quality photo cards and the price is right! 

Friends of Rush River are hoping for a successful fundraiser to help us continue to Reach Out in Love. 
 

 

“Peace begins with a smile.” ~ Mother Theresa 

 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.myogga.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/autumn-leaves-border-1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://cqmsjt.com/files7/november-fall-border.html&docid=I6o0dB1L9SD-tM&tbnid=tknKyvX6czP7SM:&w=1300&h=396&bih=963&biw=1920&ved=0ahUKEwjurOO1mbvPAhXC6oMKHTZFD84QMwhpKEEwQQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.myogga.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/autumn-leaves-border-1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://cqmsjt.com/files7/november-fall-border.html&docid=I6o0dB1L9SD-tM&tbnid=tknKyvX6czP7SM:&w=1300&h=396&bih=963&biw=1920&ved=0ahUKEwjurOO1mbvPAhXC6oMKHTZFD84QMwhpKEEwQQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cliparting.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Cute-images-photo-graphics-downloadclipart-org.png&imgrefurl=http://cliparting.com/free-cute-clipart-13478/&docid=HkbNvhRjy1QNzM&tbnid=OqR0iKBAiwdkaM:&w=486&h=493&bih=963&biw=1920&ved=0ahUKEwj2vc780ovQAhXB5YMKHYKNBx842AQQMwgPKA0wDQ&iact=mrc&uact=8


FEAST 

Things were hectic as we got ready to open the church doors for the dinner crowd of homeless, hungry, 
marginally employed, and lonely people waiting outside. It was always a scramble to get enough help and get 
ready on time, and sometimes meals seemed just barely pulled together. But tonight was a good night. As 
people filled their plates and found places to sit, I noticed a tall, thin young man who was sitting on the edge of 
the stage and watching everything with great interest. 

I went over and introduced myself as I sat down next to him. “You new here? I don’t remember seeing you.” He 
introduced himself as Phillip and told me that he had tagged along with the Catholic church ladies who had come 
with dessert. “I wanted to see how things worked here and if there was anything I could do to help.” He 
mentioned that he had just returned to town after a long absence and was still getting adjusted. He looked worn 
out but joked around and seemed happy just to be with us. I invited him to come back anytime to help or just to 
eat. 

He did return and he became involved in planning the meals. He replaced the paper placemats and napkins with 
white tablecloths and linen napkins (which he washed and ironed each time). He set the tables carefully with 
fresh flowers that he’d convinced florists to donate. At the end of the meal, vases of flowers were offered to 
guests, so we scrounged more vases for the next meal. He greeted people at the door and escorted them to their 
tables. To him they were honored guests and each meal was a celebration. He encouraged folks to share their 
stories. We celebrated birthdays and anniversaries and listened to updates on people’s health, housing, and 
employment struggles. 

Eventually I heard Phillip’s story. He was HIV positive and had been struggling for ten years to manage a variety 
of symptoms. He returned home because his symptoms were worsening. He had hoped to reconnect with his 
family, but the parents who had kicked out their gay teenage son still wanted no part of him. He was devastated 
and casting around for connection to his hometown. He decided to help others feel the welcome he hadn’t 
received. 

Phillip kept the meals going during the holidays and bad weather, sometimes by himself, because he never 
wanted anyone to show up and discover a locked door. In the process, he transformed those meals into a joyous 
celebration of our common connection. Each evening was full of laughter and joking as folks drifted from table to 
table to greet each other. 

Phillip died a couple of years ago, but I think of him often. A mass written by Guillermo Cuellar includes these 
words, “Let us go now to the banquet, to the feast of the universe. The table’s set and a place is waiting. Come 
everyone with your gifts to share.” I imagine being with Phillip at that feast. He’ll be the one greeting each of us 
with a smile and a bad joke and showing us to our seats. 

~ by Cordelia Burpee 
South Hero, Vermont 
From Christian Century, September 14, 2016 

 

 

10th Annual Norwegian Meatball Dinner       

Thursday, November 10, 2016                 4:00 – 7:00 PM                      

Zion Lutheran Church        221 N. Lockwood Street, Woodville, WI 

Free Will Donation 

Menu: Norwegian Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Corn, Rolls & Dessert 

Also serving Norwegian Rommegrot & Lefse 

** Zion Quilters to raffle a quilt** 

Proceeds from the meal will benefit Future Kitchen Upgrades & Greenfield Elementary 

Project to help kids in need. A Cooperative effort with “Thrivent Action Team” 

 

 

 



Music Notes! 

On Christ the King Sunday, November 20th, worship will be filled with the sounds of a 
Brass Quintet, led by Todd Johnson! Exciting! 

This year we will have Holden Evening Prayer services on Wednesday nights during 
Advent at 6:30 PM, the first being on November 30th. These services will run about 25 
minutes and include singing, time for reflection and quiet prayer. Everyone is   invited 

to attend for a midweek “reset”! 

Thanksgiving Eve service at RRLC will be at 7:00 PM. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming Event 

Organ Concert 

Friday, November 18, 2016, 7:00 PM 

Christ Episcopal Church, 7305 Afton Road, Woodbury, MN  55125 

Kraig Windschitl, guest organist 

After degrees in organ performance and theology from St. John’s University, Kraig received a Master of 

Music in organ performance/sacred music from Indiana University. He is Principal Organist at Wayzata 

Community Church and Handbell Choir Director. Kraig also served as the 2016 Artist in Residence at the 

Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem. It is a great honor to have him perform on this 2500 pipe organ! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Thankful Thoughts 

“We cannot give God anything but praise and thanks, for everything else we receive from Him, be it grace, 
words, work, Gospel, faith and all things. Moreover, praising and thanking is also one proper, Christian form 
of worshiping God.” ~ Martin Luther 

“A thankful heart is not only the greatest virtue, but the parent of all other virtues.”  

~ Cicero 

“We can only be said to be alive in those moments when our hearts are conscious of our treasures.”  
~ Thornton Wilder 

“O Lord that lends me life, lend me a heart replete with thankfulness.” ~ William Shakespeare 

“Grace isn’t a little prayer you chant before a meal. It’s a way to live.” ~ Jaqueline Winspear 

“Thanksgiving is nothing if not a glad and reverent lifting of the heart to God in honor and 

praise of His goodness. ~ Robert Casper Lintner 

“God has two dwellings; one in heaven and the other in a meek and thankful heart.” ~ Izaak Walton 

“Nothing is more honorable than a thankful heart.” ~ Seneca 

“If the only prayer you said in your whole life was ‘thank you,’ that would suffice.”  

~ John F. Kennedy 

“To speak gratitude is courteous and pleasant, to enact gratitude is generous 

and noble, but to live gratitude is to touch heaven.” ~ Johannes A. Gaertner 



Art and Artifacts: The Life and Times of Martin Luther  

An exhibition coming to Minneapolis offers a rare look at art and historic objects in 
preparation for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 

By Jodie L. Ahern 

Travel back to the time of Martin Luther in a new exhibition coming to the U.S. “Martin 
Luther: Art and the Reformation” features hundreds of objects from noted German art 
collections, his actual childhood homes and recent archeological digs. This comes as 
the world prepares to mark the 500th anniversary of Luther distributing his famous 
“Ninety-Five Theses,” which ultimately revolutionized religion and society.  

The unique exhibition (which includes works from the Thrivent Financial Collection of 
Religious Art*) will make just one appearance in the U.S., at the Minneapolis Institute 
of Art (MIA) from October 30, 2016, through January 15, 2017.  

*Thrivent’s collection started in 1982 as a shared expression of Thrivent’s heritage and commitment to 
supporting the arts, culture, education and the community. Open to the public, it features original works on 
paper and religious subject matter spanning nine centuries. Visit Thrivent.com/offers/art.html to find out more. 

 

Cleaning Closets? 
Through November, Friends of Rush River are collecting gently used or new winter clothing for 
children and adults. Coats, hats, gloves, mittens, boots, snowpants, scarves, etc. are needed locally. 
Cash donations will be used to purchase more items. Local shelters are also in need of children's 
new underwear and socks. Please put items on the collection table in the entry or give to one of 
our members. Thank you for working with us to Reach Out in Love. 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for Christmas Gift Ideas that Make a Difference? 

Check out the ELCA Good Gifts Catalog or go to www.ELCA.org/goodgifts.  

Where your money goes 

The ELCA’s approach to ministry starts with listening. After our congregations and global 

companions identify local needs, we partner with them as they develop solutions. As a long-

standing, unwavering presence in the nearly 90 countries, including the United States, we steer 

clear of “one-size-fits-all” answers and have enormous respect for local context, local expertise 

and local ingenuity. 

We are good stewards of your resources, holding administrative costs at less than 10%--among 

the lowest of other organization doing similar work. 

The items in the catalog (which you can find in the church office or online) are examples of work 

being done in projects and programs supported by funds from the ELCA. Your gifts will be 

combined with the gifts of others to fund areas of work related to your selection (e.g. international 

emergencies, health care, sustainable development, etc.) so that your donation has the greatest 

impact. In order to honor your generosity and keep administrative costs low, the ELCA does not 

track individual financial gifts to specific families or locations in the United States or abroad.  

 

http://www.elca.org/goodgifts


November is National Adoption month, a month set aside to raise awareness about the adoption of children and 
youth. Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan, Inc. (LSS) is joining thousands of individuals, 
government agencies and child advocacy organizations across the nation in promoting National Adoption Month. 
National Adoption Month is cause for celebration—a journey to remember, appreciate, and announce the joy adoption 
can bring to families. 

Each family is unique, so is their inspiration for adoption. The inspiration for many families is the longing to care for a 
child. For children, the inspiration is to have a forever family. Please join LSS by advocating for the 134 million 
children in need of homes - help a child find a forever family. 

Each LSS adoption office hosts adoption information sessions. Check the church bulletin board for the 2017 schedule 
in Eau Claire. You are encouraged and welcome to attend to meet our staff and ask questions about adoption. 

*For details, visit our news and events at www.lssadopt.org. 

************************************************************************************************* 

10 Ways to Celebrate National  Month 
1. Become a guest blogger at LSS or ask your child to bog about adoption. 
2. Read adoption specific books or watch a movie with an adoption theme. 

Discuss if adoption is portrayed in a positive or negative light. 
3. Nominate a family for Family Spotlight in the LSS Adoption Newsletter 

-submit your family for consideration. 
4. Become a Fan on www.facebook.com/lssadopt and spread the word about adoption. 
5. Create a new family tradition – Invite someone to your home who isn’t able to celebrate Thanksgiving 

with their family. 
6. Create a Lifebook celebrating adoption and your family. 
7. Encourage schools, churches, community to speak about adoption. 

Volunteer to speak or arrange for LSS to speak or present on adoption. 
8. Say a Prayer and light a candle for children who are still waiting for their Forever Family. 
9. Visit www.changealife.today to see what a difference your donation can make. 
10. Be thankful!  Share what you are thankful for and spend time with family. 

********************************************************************************************* 

 

The Language of Prayer 
(from “52 Fun Family Devotions” by Mike and Amy Nappa) 

“Most Holy Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for Thy bountiful blessings…” 

Do your prayers ever sound like this? Or are you intimidated when asked to 
pray aloud because your prayers don’t sound like this? Romans 8:26-27 
provides comfort to those whose prayers are less than eloquent by 
explaining that the Holy Spirit interprets our prayers to God. 

Struggling through foreign words and phrases may remind you of trying to 
pray the “right” words. But God hears and understands all our prayers 
because we have a holy Interpreter.  

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weaknesses; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 
words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God.” ~ Romans 8:26-27 

                                                               ~ from the New Revised Standard Version  

 

 

 

http://www.lssadopt.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lssadopt
http://www.changealife.today/


 

Tea Times ~ by Katie Anderson 

  

 

 

 

Thoughts from Chicago 

As I was preparing to write this newsletter, I looked back over the folder full of papers I brought with me from 

orientation in Chicago. One evening, I went to a prayer-station worship. During that time, I wrote this, and want 

to start with it as a reminder about what I write here.  

There are not enough words in human language for me to ever become the "other," or for me to fully explain 

what my brothers and sisters lives are like. This is a year that can only truly be lived, and never fully described. 

Even so, I am called to share in their lives, so I can show the world that we are more alike than we are unalike. I 

will never fully be a part of their community, but we will never learn or grow if we don't at least try. My words will 

not fully convey what my heart yearns to express. Sometimes my words will fail me altogether. And yet, that is my 

call. 

 

 

Translation Station 

Americans and Brits speak the same 

language. Except when we don't. I was 

prepared for "jumper" to mean sweater and 

"pants" to mean underwear.  

Guillotine  

I was doing paperwork one day, and had to 

cut cards out. I asked the woman I was 

working with for a pair of scissors. She told 

me she'd show me where the guillotine was, 

and I was concerned as to why they would 

have a French Revolution era beheading 

device. In the room she brought me to, she 

told me the guillotine was in the back 

and proceeded to put the paper into a paper 

cutter.  
  

My family of girls for the year, and the house I'm living in.  

 
 

Repeat After Me 

It's surprising how much difference a month can make. At orientation in Chicago, we had days of sessions on a 

variety of topics; things like culture, self-care, and the value of the work we would all be doing in our placements. 

We dug pretty deep into these topics, and yet I felt figuring out my purpose here would be a breeze. I thought I 

knew what I was getting into, and how to handle this setting I was being thrown into. Yet, in mid-September, I 



 

had a conference that covered some of the same topics, but in a more condensed version. The funny thing is that 

I got more out of those discussions than I did in Chicago. I've realized how naive I was about coming here. I 

didn't think my year would be easy, but that I would know what I'm supposed to be doing, and how I would fit in 

here. In reality, I've struggled with feeling like a worthwhile part of this community while I'm without a chaplain to 

assist. The jobs I've been doing to fill my time until the chaplain arrives have consisted of a lot of filing and data 

entry. It wasn't until that conference in mid-September when one of the session leaders told about his experience 

working in a church that I realized that even though filing isn't the most glamorous job, it's a necessary job that 

needs to be done, and the fact that I'm doing filing for various departments means they have more time for doing 

the rest of their jobs. I finally realized that no act of service is too small to be a huge help.  

 

The Stonehenge Realization 

On one of my days off, I walked into town relatively early in the morning. I was nearly back 

on campus when I saw one of the gap students walking towards town. We stopped to chat 

for a couple minutes, when she asked me if I wanted to go to Stonehenge with her. On a 

whim, I said yes. Stonehenge was on my list of places I wanted to see while I'm here, but it 

wasn't until after I got back that I realized what that day had done to my perspective. 

Before that day, I thought of the places in England I want to see as trips I needed to plan a 

few weeks in advance for my weekends off. I guess I hadn't considered just how much 

smaller than America England is. Here it's possible to wake up in the morning, decide on a 

place you want to see, go there, and be back in time for supper. In short, it opened up my 

mind to the notion of day-trips. Now, that's not to say that on every subsequent day off, 

I've been trotting all over the country. There's no way I can afford to go on day trips every 

week, but it made the list of places in England I do want to see seem a lot more possible.  
 

 

Thank you for your support! As I continue my year, I would be grateful for any personal, spiritual, or financial support you would 

be willing to provide. 

HERE’S HOW TO GIVE: 

Online: Check out my online giving page at 

http://support.elca.org/site/TR/Events/General?px=1038970&pg=personal&fr_id=1181 

By phone:  Call 800-638-3522 and specify “Katie Anderson GCS3309.” 

By check:  Make payable to “ELCA Global Church Sponsorship” with “Katie Anderson GCS3309” in the memo line.  Give 

through your synod office or mail your check to: 

ELCA Gift Processing Center, 

               PO Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Contributions are tax deductible. 

 
 

 

http://elca.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f01ed17d79f3cc4b53f43db54&id=2f8dbf56dc&e=011e085d42
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Rush River Lutheran Church – November 2016 
Worship Service at 10:30 AM ~ Sunday School at 9:15 AM 

 

                                          Church contact information: 
Pastor Dave mobile:   715-557-0095     home:  715-268-9663 

Church:    715-684-3701 

                                                                            
 
 
 Website                             Facebook                 Email 

www.RushRiverLutheran.org          Facebook.com/RushRiverLutheran         Office@RushRiverLutheran.org 

               PastorDave@RushRiverLutheran.org                   
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