
 

          

Worship Service @ 10:30 AM ~ Sunday School @ 9:15 AM   
Thoughts from Pastor Dave: 

(Reprint from Annual Meeting Report) 

Thanks for another exciting and good year.  We celebrated nine new members who have been very 
faithful.  Rush River has continued to reach out into our community in support of the common 
good.  Our Men in Mission have the poles and rafters up and continue work, with the help of others, to 
complete our ball field shelter.  Our choir continues to be a high point in our worship service.  People 
ask where I am serving and I say Rush River Lutheran Church.  Often they will say, "Oh, that is where 
the good choir is at!"  Choir, you bless us each time you sing.  Then I tell them, “You should see our 
Sunday School in action!”  We have a great group of leaders, teachers and helpers.  Our Confirmation 
class that was confirmed in October made me proud of them.  This year we have seven confirmands 
that are a joy to work with, a really good group of young people.  Friends of Rush River are such a 
strong support group.  You fly under the radar sometimes so that we do not see all the things you 
do; from the Fall Festival Dinner, to Confirmation Supper, to all the groups you support in our 
community.  Quilters, 77 quilts were made this year.  It is a wonderful mission you do for others.  They 
also invite the church staff to join in that tasty Thursday lunch.  Plus, our attendance increased to an 
average of 72 people a Sunday.  Also, a special thank you to Linda Anderson for all the work she does 
managing our church office.  Thank you to Laura and Linda for their work as accompanists; it is deeply 
appreciated.  We do not want to forget to thank Laura and Ione for their music leadership with the 
choir. Don, thank you for your strong and steady leadership. 

This past year we have laughed, cried and worked together. You have made it fun and enjoyable to do 
ministry with you at Rush River.  Our hearts ache for those who have died this year, even as we live in 
the promise of God's love and care.  Thank You to Dixie for being a great wife and helper.  I am excited 
to see what new adventures God has in store for us this next year. 

Peace, 

Pastor Dave 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +    +     +     +     +      

Remembering our friends and family in prayer: Henry Bader (Carol Stephan’s 
brother), Adelaide Boettcher, Edna Christenson, Casie Johnson (Brandy 
Peterson’s aunt), Betty Monicken, Ellen Monicken-Knuth, Gene Nelson, Mark 
Nelson, Evan Peterson, Wayne Ramberg, the family of Roberta Sylla, and 
Angie Symanietz  

If you would like your name added, or to add anyone else to our list, 

please call Kathy Swenson at 715-425-6046 or see the church website at 

                                               rushriverlutheran.org/prayer-request.     

 

“Things happen which would not happen without prayer. Let us not forget that.” ~ Elisabeth Elliot 

February 2018 
 



 

 

 

 

Congregation Council Meeting - December 12, 2017 

Present:  Pastor Dave, Don Austrum, Bob Kotz, Emily Pierson, Wanda Wells, Kathy Swenson, Jerid Peterson, Susie Mead  

Pastor’s report – Pastor Dave   
1. Sunday School Program – appreciation for all who helped 
2. Thank you to Lawrence for being a cantor during some of our worship services. 
3. Alexa Gordon has done a wonderful job communicating with confirmands about class, etc. 
4. Thank you to Kathy Swenson and Toni Lubich for donating pizzas to the confirmation class. 
5. I have been visiting with Harley Roen 
6. New Member Sunday will be December 17th.  Merle & Shirley Overvig (Shirley will be an associate member) and 

Anna Hoey (recommitting membership to RRLC). They will be given a new member packet. 

Treasurer’s report – Emily 
1. We got a thank you from Our Neighbor’s Place for our donation from Orvin Peterson’s memorial. 
2. Other fundraisers 
           Family Fresh – we have 52,747 points so far  
           Kwik Trip –  
           Amazon Funds – $5.12 

Committee reports 
1. Education & Youth – Kathy reported that 35 Pajama packs were made on Dec. 3rd. The next project is Hope 

(Helping Other People Everywhere) Care Packages with personal care items.  The Sunday School program was 
fantastic. It was written by Tiffanie Hayes. 

2. Worship & Witness - Susie reported that the committee will be meeting soon.  There will possibly be another 
“kitchen shower”. 

3. Building & Grounds – Emily reported that the paper towel dispensers have been purchased. Chad Wang is doing 
our snowplowing. We need to clean out the back exit and finish the sheetrock. 

4. Endowment Committee– Jerid reported that the last meeting was spent going through requests. They will meet 
again before our next council meeting. 

Unfinished Business 
1. Locks & Doors – Emily put in an endowment proposal to help pay for this 
2. Planning for the Annual Meeting – Don wrote a letter announcing the meeting and agenda for the newsletter.   
3. Susie made a motion to increase the Administrative Assistant salary to $13/hr., 2nd by Kathy, motion carried. This 

will result in a $360-$480 per year increase.   
4. Motion by Wanda to pay back the balance of our Endowment Loan of $4000, 2nd by Susie, motion carried. 
5. Motion by Kathy to have Larry Knutson on the auditing committee for 1 year to fill out Dennis Friese’s term to 

2019, 2nd by Emily, motion carried. 

New Business 
1. MN BoyChoir will be here on Sunday, April 8th during the service. 

Acknowledgements:  Emily Pierson for taking the treasurer’s position. 
            Paula Knutson for helping Emily in this transition period. 
            Everyone who worked for Roberta’s funeral. 
            Pastor Dave for being with Roberta, family, and all of RRLC. 
            Laura Bond for ordering folding chairs with a previous endowment proposal. 

Adjourn  

Close with the Lord’s Prayer 
Next meeting:  January 9, 2018 at 6:30 pm 
Wanda Wells – Congregation Council Secretary 
 
 



 
 

                         Council Corner ~ February 2018  

 

                                             (This is a reprint of my message for the Annual Report.) 

NOTE:  A regular agenda item at our monthly Congregation Council meeting is entitled “acknowledgements.”  It is a 
vehicle for Council members to note the fine work of individuals and groups that further the mission of this church.    

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: 
The RRLC Congregation for its support in 2017 

So, this acknowledgement is unusual because it pays homage to the collective efforts of this congregation and not so 
much the many individual and group efforts. 

This congregation of members and friends increased average worship attendance in 2017 to 72 people per Sunday.  Our 
average worship attendance per Sunday in 2016 was 65 and in 2015 it was 58 per Sunday.  We strive to be a welcoming 
church, and we love to hear Pastor Dave announce that the communion table is the Lord’s Table, and “all are welcome 
here.”  In addition to Pastor Dave, greeters, ushers, readers, choirs, musicians and those who prepare the altar work to 
enhance the worship service of our loving God. 

This congregation not only met its budget financially but also paid back the remaining $6,000.00 of the Endowment loan 
made to the congregation in 2014.  The original $8,000.00 loan was needed at the time to meet the financial shortfalls in 
the budget. 

This congregation was true to its mission, “To Reach Out In Love,” with our efforts to do God’s work both in our 
neighborhood and throughout the world.  Garden produce from our very own garden was donated to five area food 
pantries.  We were physically present at “Feed My Starving Children” in the Twin Cities area to honor the memory of 
Kyra.  We supported backpack programs in the River Falls and B.W. school districts.   The “Family Resource Center,” 
Baldwin, and “Journey House,” River Falls, received financial support for their fine work.  We collected hats, gloves, 
mittens and coats for “Basics for Kids” based in Ellsworth.  Fleece blankets were made and given to our shut-ins as well 
as to “Grace Place” in New Richmond which distributes to those in need.  Christmas gifts were earmarked to area kids 
who might otherwise not have received a gift.  We hoped our contribution to “World Hunger” and to our synod’s 
“Mission Support” helped to feed the hungry and bring God’s hope.  We budgeted benevolence to Luther Point.  Our 
quilters made 77 quilts with many going to “Lutheran World Relief” which also received donations of school kits and 
layettes.  Through “Sweet Cases” we sponsored the purchase of duffle bags for kids going into foster care.  We are 
recycling our prescription drug bottles through “Matthew 25 Ministries” which cleans and sends the bottles to areas of 
the world in need.  Then there are the Sunday School kids.  If you want to have your spirits lifted about the good in 
people, stop into the Fellowship Hall before church and watch the kids with “Sundays of Service” projects.  You will see 
assemblies of “PJ Packs,” “Soldiers Boxes,” “Hearts for Kyra,” “HOPE Sacks,” “Personal Care Kits” and “Birthday Bags.”  
Our V.B.S. kids collected money to help dig a well in Africa.  Finally, I know you most definitely heard the Sunday School’s 
“Joyful Noise” offering being taken during church services and to be used for outreach. 

This congregation cared for our historic church home.  We have no hired person for the care of this church, but it 
continues to be scrubbed, cleaned, decorated, organized, painted, maintained and updated.  I continue to be amazed at 
all of the things that “just get done around here” simply because someone saw the need.  In 2017 the carpeting in the 
sanctuary, entry area, stairwells and office area was cleaned.  The bathrooms were updated with new paint, mirrors, 
faucets and paper towel dispensers.  The kitchen saw a number of improvements with a new electric stove, faucet and 
paper towel dispenser.  Additionally, a major improvement in the kitchen was the installation of LED lighting fixtures 
making the area brighter and more energy efficient.  Finally, seven of our formerly mostly non-working, emergency / exit 
lighting units were also switched over to LED. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:   
THANK YOU! 

 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST 
Don 

 



 

February 2018 Calendar 

Worship Leaders in February 

     Readers 
Communion 

Assistant 
Greeters Ushers  Altar Preparation     

Feb 4 Diane Friese 
Nicky 

Brookshaw 

Jerid & Brandy 

Peterson   

Jerid Peterson, 

Gene Larson, Ione 

Hayes, Audrey 

Berseng 

Toni Lubich &  

Peggy Kugel 

Feb 11 
Sunday 

School 

Students 

 Bob & Kathy 

Swenson 

Jerid Peterson, 

Gene Larson, Ione 

Hayes, Audrey 

Berseng 

 

Feb 14 
(Ash Wed) 

Ethan Hayes 
Nicki 

Brookshaw 
 

Jerid Peterson, 

Gene Larson, Ione 

Hayes, Audrey 

Berseng 

Toni Lubich &  

Peggy Kugel 

Feb 18 Karen Knutson 
Nicki 

Brookshaw 
Kugel Family Kugel Family 

Toni Lubich &  

Peggy Kugel 

Feb 25  Eryka Knutson  Dianne Erickson Kugel Family  

 

Thank you to Cindy Johnson for baking communion bread for the month of February!  

Thank you to Ariel Stephan for faithfully ringing the church bell!! 

 

 

 

                                 

       

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Pastor Dave’s office 

hours: Wed & Thurs, 10 

AM – Noon 

Linda’s office 

hours: Wed & 

Thurs, 10 – 1:30 
 

 
   

     

1         

Quilters, 9 AM 

2      3   

4    
Sunday School:  

9:15 am;  

Worship: 10:30 am 

5  Men in Mission 

6:30 PM 
6 

  

7      
7th Gr. 

Confirmation, 5:45 

PM 

8    

      

9    

 
                     
 

 

10    
Peace Circle @ 

Cindy Johnson’s;  

9 AM 

11     SS: 9:15 am; 

Friends of RR Mtg, 9:30 

am; 

Worship: 10:30 am 

12    13    
Council Mtg, 

6:30 PM 

14 
Ash Wednesday 

Service, 

6:30 PM 

15   16 

 

17     
 

18  Sunday School: 
9:15  am; 

Worship: 10:30 AM; 

Fun Night @ RRLC,  

6:30 PM 

19    20 
Newsletter items 

due 

21 
Lenten Service, 

6:30 PM 

22        

         

23    24         

25     Sunday School: 

9:15 am; 

Worship: 10:30 AM 

26               
 

27       

 

28           
Lenten Service, 

6:30 PM 

      
 

 

December Income: $9,621.72           December Expenses: $12,497.48            

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or comments. 

Emily Pierson, Treasurer 

 

 



 

  

Lenten Weekly Services 

February 14, Valentine’s Day is a time we express our love to those we care about. This year, Valentine’s 
Day falls on Ash Wednesday. Appropriate for us to receive God’s act of love to His children. 

The theme this year will be “Thy Will Be Done.” 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14: God’s Will and God’s Promise          

Week 1 (Feb. 21): God’s Will and My Inadequacy 

Week 2 (Feb. 28): God’s Will and My Dreams 

Week 3 (Mar. 7): God’s Will and My Identity 

Week 4 (Mar. 14): God’s Will and My Worldview 

Week 5 (Mar. 21): God’s Will and My Response 

We encourage parents to bring their children. There will be a children’s sermon each night. We do expect 
confirmation class to be in attendance as this is their class for the Lenten season. 

Holy Week 

Palm Sunday: God’s Will When We Are Not Willing 

Maundy Thursday: God’s Will and Joyful Service 

Good Friday: God’s Will is Done 

Easter Sunday: God’s Will for the New Creation 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Thank you received from The Salvation Army/Grace Place 

 

“Dear Quilting Group; 

On behalf of The Salvation Army and the families that pass through 

Grace Place, we wish to thank you for your generous donation. We 

want you to know that your gift will make a real and tangible 

difference in the lives of those who are less fortunate in your 

community. 

 

It is through your generosity and efforts of friends like you, especially during this financially 

difficult time, that we are able to provide a safe haven and fresh start to the residents of Grace 

Place. Your support is a blessing to this ministry! Again, we thank you. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Lori Scheder 

Shelter Manager 

YOUR DONATION: 10 fleece blankets, hat/mitten sets, scarves, cloth children’s purses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The greatest possession you have  
is the 24 hours directly in front of you.” 

~ from God’s Little Instruction Book:  
Inspirational Wisdom on how to live a happy and fulfilled life 



 

Opportunities for Outreach 

**Save the Date - Spaghetti Dinner** 
Friends of Rush River has planned a delicious dinner of spaghetti/meatballs, salad, and 

dessert for February 11 after church. $7/Adults - $5/Children. Please join us for a 

wonderful time of fellowship. This dinner will enable Friends of Rush River to 

continue to support programs for those in need. 

 

 

**Matching Funds for Food Shelf Donations** 

 Friends of Rush River will match $1.00 for each nonperishable item donated, up to 

$200.00. Let’s see how quickly we can meet and exceed this goal. The food shelf 

also welcomes cash donations. Reach out in Love! 

 

    * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Ultimate Car Wash Cards Available 

 Undercarriage Flush 

 Presoak 

 High Pressure Wash or Soft Foam Wash 

 Triple Shine Vehicle Enhancer/Cleaner 

 Spot Free Rinse 

 95 Second Super Dry 

Does your car need a wash? We can help! The Ultimate Car Wash Card is good at any Kwik Trip or Kwik Star 
Store. It includes 5 Ultimate Car Washes for $36.00. The best part is that a portion of all sales stays here at 
Rush River Lutheran! Please contact Emily at 715.760.0573 with any questions or for your card. 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~  

Luther Point Bible Camp’s Winter Retreats 

“rooted” 

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives 

in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, 

and overflowing with thankfulness.”  

— Colossians 2:6-7 

Come experience Luther Point in the winter for our programed retreats.  Sign up with your 
church group and be ready for a weekend filled with fun, faith and awesome times as we 

explore what it means to be “Rooted in Christ.”  

Space is limited so sign up quickly, registration began November 1! 

Cost is $60 per person and includes lodging, 4 meals and the program. 

Feb 9 – 11: High School   ~   March 3 – 4: Family Camp Weekend         Registration Open Now!             
www.LutherPoint.org 

 

http://www.lutherpoint.org/
https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=135&image_type=cl,ph,pp,bc,ca,ea&page=2&ipp=12
https://www.facebook.com/lutherpoint/photos/a.179887535357767.46874.173568795989641/535219049824612/?type=3


 

 

 

 



Sunday School Thank You Notes Received 

                  Rush River Lutheran Sunday School – 

Thank you so much for your gift of pajamas & books again this year. Parents LOVE picking out 

a set for their children. New pajamas & a new book to call their own is such a treat for so 

many of these kids!! 

Thank you for helping us help others - you made the holidays much 

brighter for so many in our community! 

Thanks again!! 

Shelly Smith 

Program Coordinator 

Our Neighbors’ Place 

 

THANK YOU 

Rush River Lutheran Church Sunday School for your fantastic donation of Birthday Bags to the 

River Falls Community Food Pantry! 

Candice Anderson – Executive Director 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
SAVE YOUR EMPTY PILL BOTTLES 

 
Bring your clean, empty, plastic medicine containers to church.  Please remove the label as best as 

possible. They can be left on the donation table by the elevator. Myron and Karen Cowles will get them 

where they need to go. If there are any questions, their phone number is 715-441-5921. 
The Roberts Lions Club and 3 area Village Pharmacies in Baldwin and Glenwood City will get them 

to Matthew 25 Ministries.  
http://www.evansburgumc.com/ministries/outreach/matthew-25-empty-pill-bottle-recycling/ 

In developing countries, medicines—when actually obtainable—are often dispensed 
into hands, pockets, leaves or any other available container.  Matthew 25 Ministries 

accepts donations of basic medical supplies such as empty pill bottles to help improve 

health care quality in developing nations. Donations of clean, unlabeled pill bottles 
help the poorest of the poor in many ways: Medicine can be distributed in sterile 

containers. Pill bottles that are not appropriate for shipping are recycled for cash that 
goes towards Matthew 25: Ministries’ programs. 

This plastic recycling program keeps thousands of bottles out of landfills each year. Placing a nickel, dime 

or quarter in each pill bottle helps with shipping costs to send the bottles to developing countries. 

Matthew 25: Ministries accepts the following types of empty pill bottles:  

Prescription pill bottles 
Large and small pill bottles 

Pill bottles with and without child resistant caps       
Over-the-counter pill bottles. 

You can help improve the quality of health care in hospitals and health clinics in developing countries by 

saving and donating basic medical supplies such as pill bottles.              

 

http://www.evansburgumc.com/ministries/outreach/matthew-25-empty-pill-bottle-recycling/


CHRIST JAM 2018! 

 

Middle School Youth Gathering 

March 10, 2018 

Bethany Lutheran Church - Rice Lake, WI 
 

 

 

Come and spend the day with 250 other middle school 
kids from the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin!  

Cost: $40.00 

Time of event: Registration starts at 8:30 am. 
Final worship starts at 3:00 pm. 

What will Christ Jam look like this year? 

+ Workshops 

+ Music: local Christian artist  
+ Service project 

+ An inspirational keynote speaker  
 

You will get an awesome T-shirt and a  
delicious lunch! 

 

Registration deadline is Feb 23rd. 
Details and registration will be available the week of January 24th! 

 
NW Synod of WI | 944 24 1/4 Street, Suite 2, Chetek, WI 54728 

   

 

LOST AND FOUND: There are some jewelry items, one white glove, 

and a pair of women’s glasses that have been found at church. If you 

are missing any of these items, they are located in the church 

office.      

 



 

 

Unite to End Racism 
 

Dear Saints in the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, 
 
This is an invitation to join me on a trip to 
Washington D.C. The term “trip” is really an 
understatement for it is a journey and a rally to 
end racism. “ Unite to End Racism is both a rally 
and a call to action organized by the National 
Council of Churches with partners the National 
African American Clergy Network, Conference of 
National Black Churches, Sojourners, Franciscan 
Action network, Churches Uniting in Christ and 
Religious Action Center of Reformed Judaism, and 
its member communion.” 
 
This act of ministry to combat and end racism has 
us depart Eau Claire on April 3rd at 11:00 
a.m.  On April 4th we will join folks from all over 
the United States for an Interfaith Service of 
Prayer and Preparation at the Lincoln Memorial and a Rally on the National Mall.  Then we will return to the buses and 
arrive back in Eau Claire around 1:00 p.m. on April 5th. The cost is $250. 
 
I have registered and would love to have a great big group from the synod join me.   Registration ends on March 1, 
2018.  
 
Please pass the word on to your colleagues, congregational members and friends who are yearning to walk the talk in 
combatting racism.  
Please visit the Wisconsin Council of Churches to register www.wichurches.org 
Peace, 
Rev. John Sutherland 
Assistant to the Bishop 
jsutherland@nwswi.org 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

February 18: Fun Night at RRLC, sponsored by our very own Men in Mission, 
6:30 PM. All are welcome!! 

 

 

 

The Minnesota Boy Choir will again be 
coming to RRLC! The date is set for 

April 8. Please join us for this 
wonderful performance!! 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OcG7TTQBWKzTuFGKK2gTIYQ5INIRQ8d4DBmKVrZ5KDI0Zhj3bHwVemw0ronTy09-iRORBToI7n11stSVHXDHypNh1GN__dMHMSOfCfeGHEFMxx40j0-RcNHOPmazd_FjBw9wceDVdka0HV0ZLEMNAQ==&c=RS2lMpbcmZh70KzsGzGnDg6CHWzCfbFW7qGR56BJTe51jTYHQDaIAw==&ch=OK1a5qwouaeE7xfdcIXrnuDhQbGFfHMH6A0-klbGMi1FulQA9YI_ag==
mailto:jsutherland@nwswi.org


 

 

Gifts God is giving you right now 

Sometimes it’s easy to focus on what we don’t have in our lives and feel as if God is 
holding out on us. But when we fall into that trap, we blind ourselves to the amazing 
ways He’s offering Himself to us—and the life-altering things He’s trying to teach us. 
Here are some truths that can help believers find new hope during times of 
discontent. 

 God is always pursuing you. 
 God is always willing to listen to you. 
 God is always waiting to speak to you and show you love.  
 God has always had plans for you, and He has purpose for your life right now. 
 God will always understand you better than any person ever could. 

 God always sees the real you that He created you to be. 
 God is always willing to accept you, no matter what you do or don’t do. 
 God always knows your pain intimately and cares deeply for you. 
 God is always with you and will never, ever leave you alone. 
 God always has your best interests in mind. 

 God is always your true provider. 

God is always desiring to show you how to: 

 Know Him as He truly is. 
 Prioritize Him above all else, no matter what is vying for your heart. 
 Let yourself receive love. 
 Love unconditionally, no matter what you feel. 
 Be a faithful, loyal, and committed friend. 
 Know the joy in serving others and letting others serve you. 

 Learn great two-way communication in any relationship. 
 Deal with your own anger and let go of your “rights.” 
 Truly forgive and receive forgiveness. 
 Seek His direction and recognize His voice. 
 Trust wholeheartedly in Him and His love for you. 

~ from “In Touch” magazine, February 2011 



 

Rush River Lutheran Church             
N8623 County Road Y                                             

River Falls, WI 54022 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           

   

Rush River Lutheran Church ~ February 2018 
Worship Service 10:30 AM ~ Sunday School 9:15 AM  

Church contact information: 
Pastor Dave cell:   715-557-0095         home:  715-268-9663 

Church:    715-684-3701 

 

                                                                               
 
 
 Website                        Facebook                                                              Email 

    www.RushRiverLutheran.org          Facebook.com/RushRiverLutheran                    Office@RushRiverLutheran.org 
                                                                                                                                                PastorDave@RushRiverLutheran.org         

http://www.rushriverlutheran.org/
mailto:Office@RushRiverLutheran.org

