
 

 
 

         Worship Service @ 10:30 AM         Sunday School @ 9:15 AM 

Thoughts from Pastor Dave: 

It is a significant coincidence that the Christian season of Advent, the season of hope, comes right after the American 
celebration of Thanksgiving.  In the Hebrew Scriptures, the hope that God will be at work in our lives and in our world 
to save us is rooted in the recollection of the saving works God has done in the past.  Thanksgiving makes possible 
expectancy.  How many saving works can you remember that God has done in your life?  Think hard.  Don't just try to 
remember something spectacular.  Start with the recollection that God gives you life day by day.  Add to that the 
memory that at some time in your life, someone has loved you.  Go on from there.  How many things can you 
remember that God has done to save our nation and our world.  Shake off your cultivated cynicism and look at all of 
the good things in our world.  Remember, be thankful, and take hold of the promise that God is indeed working to 
bring into being a new era organized around the reality of the love of God – an era in which it will make sense to live 
according to the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount. 

The Apostle Paul also taught us to live in the light of God's new possibility.  He wrote "...you know what time it is, how 
it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.  For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first became 
believers; the night is far gone, the day is near.  Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light ... put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires"  (Romans13:11-14). 
  
God's Peace, 

Pastor Dave Teig 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Remembering our friends and family in prayer: Adelaide Boettcher, Katie 

Brown, Alicia Davis, Betty DeRoy (Carol Bennett’s sister-in-law), Trent Gordon, 

Glenn Knutson, Lois Lukasiewicz, Judy Minion, Betty Monicken, Ellen Monicken-

Knuth, Mark Nelson, Margaret Ramberg, Leonard Suchy, Angie Symanietz, and 

Betty Zappa (Roberta Sylla’s sister). If you would like your name added, or to 

add anyone else to our list, please call Kathy Swenson at 715-425-6046 or see 

the church website at rushriverlutheran.org/prayer-request. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Reminder: For every $150,000 in receipts we collect from Family Fresh grocery 

stores, Rush River Lutheran Church will earn a $1,000 check from Spartan Nash. 

This money will be used for our elevator fund. 

 

 

          

 

December 2016 

Please submit your news items to the office by email or drop 

them in the basket on the office desk!  
January newsletter items are due by December 20th.  

Thank you! 



To our beautiful family at Rush River, 

Where do we even begin to thank you for the love and support you've shown us since 

Kyra's death?  Thank you for the hugs, prayers, visits, help with Kyra's funeral, donations 

to her memorial and every other way you've helped to bear us up in the midst of our 

grief. 

The Sunday before Kyra died I sang a song called "How many times" which spoke about 

the times we cry out to God in our darkness.  Kyra was my trusted sound system 

engineer.  Who would have known that 5 days later, she would be gone and our family 

would be plunged into the deepest, darkest valley we have ever known.  But before we could even begin to 

process the news we began getting phone calls, visits, food and MORE FOOD, reminding us that we weren't 

alone. 

Kyra always loved Rush River and the family there and you always brought her such a sense of belonging and 

being loved.  You also served as beautiful examples of faithful living.  It's no wonder she had such a strong faith 

herself!  Thank you for being such a blessing throughout Kyra's life.  She loved you all! 

There's a song that says "when you don't move the mountains I need you to move and when you don't part the 

waters I wish I could walk through, I will trust in You".  I believe that God has placed you in our lives to help us 

chisel through the mountain and to be our raft to go through the waters.  You have been such a lifeline to us and 

have kept us upright and buoyed in our devastation.  Thank you for helping us to keep our eyes on God even 

when we don't understand His ways. 

With all our love and in the surest hope that we will be with Kyra again, 

Luke, Ione, Rachael, Ethan and Cole 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

               Sunday School News 
December 4th: SOS Project; 

December 11th: 9:15 Dress Rehearsal;  
The Rush River Sunday School Christmas program 

will be held on Sunday, December 11th at 4 PM, 
with a pot luck meal to follow 5 PM. Please plan 
to attend and support our young people as they 

share the Christmas story! 

On December 18th, there will be a Special 
Christmas Lesson. No Sunday School December 25th – Merry Christmas! 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Friends of Rush River is organizing the "giving tree" this year.  We invite you to share 
your generosity once again.  Items will be listed on tags in the entry to the 
church.  Please consider taking a gift tag, purchasing the item, and bringing it to Rush 
River by December 11.  Leave them in the entry with the tag attached but do not 

wrap the gift.  These gifts will be given to local families who are struggling to provide for their 
families. Questions?  Call Annette Kelley at 262-5528.  Thank you for Reaching Out in Love. 
 

 

October Income: $8,251.58                October Expenses: $7,812.97    

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or comments or for more information if you would like any.            
Roberta Sylla, Treasurer 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/600x315/45/3c/73/453c73037c79bb28acb5a2ab8204f9fd.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/tistheseasons/christmas-graphics-2-nativity/&docid=gEeKMP5pjSd4OM&tbnid=Loty-RtzF_VR9M:&w=600&h=315&bih=963&biw=1920&ved=0ahUKEwjQrdXDmu_OAhUQHGMKHUbNCuM4ZBAzCAooCDAI&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://cdn.pixabay.com/photo/2016/06/03/21/24/thank-you-1434501__340.jpg&imgrefurl=https://pixabay.com/en/photos/thank you/&docid=1U30L6fscbn2NM&tbnid=aZrvYN0WACpaxM:&vet=1&w=340&h=340&bih=963&biw=1920&ved=0ahUKEwjN1Mec_sLQAhXM8YMKHQh_AbM4oAYQMwgPKAwwDA&iact=mrc&uact=8


Council Corner ~ December 2016 

The relationship between a pastor and a congregation is like a marriage in that the relationship is enhanced by 
respectful and mutual communication.  Pastor Dave, Dixie and the Council recently held a dialogue concerning 
our mutual ministry and where we stand today as a church and as a people of God. 

We believe as a church we are experiencing growth in terms of new members and friends, striving to be an 
ever increasingly welcoming, caring, generous and close-knit people of faith.  We believe strongly that we share 
in a spirit of optimism concerning present day RRLC and its path to the future.  We believe it is not only a 
spiritually fulfilling place to be, but that it’s a fun place to be as well. 

Pastor Dave and this congregation certainly deserve credit for this sense of optimism.  Pastor Dave began as 
our interim pastor, and then surprised us by offering to be our called pastor for a two-year term ending 
November 31st, 2017.  Pastor Dave has surprised us once again by offering to extend his call an additional one 
and a half years making him our pastor until May 31st, 2019.  By extending the call through that date, it will 
mean that pastor Dave will have been an ordained pastor for twenty-five years, pretty amazing being that he 
was first ordained at 55 years of age. 

We have found Pastor Dave to be a humble and honest person of deep faith who shows a very human side of 
what it means to be a Christian.  His sermons are meaningful and personal sometimes making us laugh and 
sometimes making us cry. 

He has a history here now.  He knows who we are at baptisms, weddings, at the communion rail, in times of 
need and in sickness and loss.  He very much enjoys working with the youth of this church and together with 
Ethan is attempting new programming for our youth after confirmation.  Pastor Dave would also like to start 
some kind of an adult education group.  He and Dixie enjoy visitations whether with active members, those 
unable to come to church or with prospective new members.  He has made the Council members more 
comfortable to invite people to RRLC and works diligently with the Council’s “Plan To Grow.” 

We would be remiss if we did not mention the presence of Dixie in this ministry.  She is loyally by Pastor Dave’s 
side through office hours, visitations, meetings and fellowship.  Her presence here is greatly appreciated. 

The Congregation Council will wholeheartedly recommend to the congregation at this year’s annual meeting 
that we extend the partnership of Pastor Dave and this congregation through May 31st, 2019. 
 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST, 
Don 

 

     
ELEVATOR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

RRLC IS BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE 

PLEASE CONSIDER A FINANCIAL GIFT(S) TO THE ELEVATOR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

GIFTS OF ANY AMOUNT ARE REQUESTED    

YOUR SPECIAL GIFT WILL BE MATCHED WITH A DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR-GIFT FROM THE ESTATE OF GORDY BAKKE 

TOTAL COST OF PROJECT:  $56,740.00       

Elevator Capital Campaign Committee: 
Ione Hayes, Annette Kelley, Paula Knutson, Emily Pierson, Roberta Sylla,   

David Austrum, Donald Austrum 

Please contact the committee for fund-raising thoughts and ideas 
 



December 2016 Calendar 

 
Worship Leaders in December 

 Readers 
Communion 

Assistant 
Greeters Ushers Altar Preparation     

Dec 4 Toni Lubich Jim  Knutson 
Roberta Sylla & 

Kelly Ebbens  

Tom & Ariel Stephan 

& Tim & Wanda 

Wells 

Lisa Anderson-Kotz 

& Karen  Knutson 

Dec 11 
Sunday 

School 

Students 

 Arnie & Evie 

Roen 

Tom & Ariel Stephan 

& Tim & Wanda 

Wells 

 

Dec 18 
Lisa Anderson 

Kotz 
Jim  Knutson 

Jerid & Brandy 

Peterson 

Tom & Ariel Stephan 

& Tim & Wanda 

Wells 

Lisa Anderson-Kotz 

& Karen  Knutson 

Dec 24  

Kelly Ebbens, 

Annette 

Kelley & Toni 

Lubich  

Jim  Knutson 
Carol Bennett & 

Gene Larson 

Tom & Ariel Stephan 

& Tim & Wanda 

Wells 

Lisa Anderson-Kotz 

& Karen  Knutson 

Dec 25 
Cindy 

Johnson 
  

Tom & Ariel Stephan 

& Tim & Wanda 

Wells 

 

 

Thank you to Roberta Sylla for baking communion bread for the month of December! 
Thank you to Ariel Stephan for faithfully ringing the church bell! 

 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Pastor Dave’s 

office hours: Wed 
&  Thurs; 10 am-12 

 

Linda’s office hours: 

Wed & Thurs, 10 – 

1:30 

 
   
     

1 

Quilters, 9 AM   

2    
      

3 

         

      

4                  

9:15 am Sunday 

School (SOS 

Project); 10:30 

am Worship 

5          
Men in Mission and 

Confirmation 

Students – put up 

Christmas tree,  

6:30 PM 

6       
St. Croix Pastor’s 

Conference Mtg, 

9:30 AM @ 

Bethany, Star 

Prairie; Council 
Mtg,6:30 PM 

7       7th/8th Gr.   

Confirmation, 
6-6:30; Holden 

Evening Prayer 

Service, 6:30 PM; 

Choir Rehearsal, 

7 PM 

8                      
Women’s Bible study 

@ Carol Stephan’s,  
1 PM 

9                  

 
 

10           

11   
9:15 am 

SS Dress 

Rehears; 10:30 

am Worship;  4 

PM SS Christmas 

Program 

12      13              14    7th/8th Gr.   

Confirmation, 
6-6:30; Holden 

Evening Prayer 

Service, 6:30 PM; 

Choir Rehearsal, 

7 PM 

15        
Women’s Bible study 

@ Carol Stephan’s,  
1 PM 

16           

 

 

17     

18        
9:15 am Sunday 

School; 10:30m 

Worship  

19               20   

Newsletter items 

due             

21 7th/8th Gr.   

Confirmation, 
6-6:30; Holden 

Evening Prayer 

Service, 6:30 PM;  

Choir Rehearsal, 

7 PM 

22         

 

 

23    

             
  

24     
Christmas Eve 

Service, 4 PM 

   

25        
Christmas Day 

10:30 am 

Worship (No S.S.)  

26           27    28    

 

29      30 

    

31    

 

 



Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

shall call his name Immanuel. 

 
 

 

A Christmas Message from Bishop Hoyme 
 

 

Dear Friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, 

 

 

 

My wife Diane went into the woods yesterday and dug up a little pine tree of unknown origin and planted 
it in a simple clay pot. As she stood beside it she said with great pride, "Here's our Christmas tree!" The 
Christmas Queen she ain't. She is a Christmas minimalist at best. But she is one of the finest Christians I 
know. She just gets it. 

She gets love. She gets grace. She gets creation. She gets generosity. She gets patience. She gets hope. 
She gets kindness. 

And every year when we gather around the table for Christmas Eve dinner, I wonder, how was I ever so 
blessed to "get" her? I don't deserve her. I sure as heck didn't earn her and lord knows, I didn't win her. 
She is just pure gift. 

We seem to be living in a time, and in a country, where being kind is a vanishing gift. I wish more people 
could spend time with my family at Christmas. If being kind was given a dollar value, I would be the richest 
guy in the world.  

Maybe that's the gift we could all focus on this year. Just be kind. Love your neighbor. Love yourself. Or as 
my mom used to say, "If you can't say anything nice about somebody, don't say anything at all." She 
actually lived that way...until she turned 90. Then she gave herself permission to get a little snarky once in 
a while. But until then... 

I have never quite gotten this Advent "wait" thing the church talks about...but there are lots of things I 
don't get. So this year, I'm just going to try to be a little bit more like the woman who loves me when I'm 
not kind. And I'm going to work on being a little kinder...to her, to my enemies, to my friends and to Jesus. 
Because, I don't deserve Him either. 
 

Merry Christmas!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i84.photobucket.com/albums/k12/snl2552ab/chrglt/christmas1/candyReaonJesusBrd.gif&imgrefurl=http://sepialove.blogspot.com/&docid=nxQ0a3W1QI2fRM&tbnid=R63FgAwQUoXduM:&w=558&h=323&bih=963&biw=1920&ved=0ahUKEwingeOdmu_OAhUC5mMKHZKyBrwQMwh3KE8wTw&iact=mrc&uact=8


Congregation Council Meeting - September 13, 2016 

Don led devotions by telling us about the first person that was buried in our cemetery. We looked at the grave stone. 

Treasurer’s report – Roberta        
1. We donated $90 to National Child Safety Council 
2. Discussion  of Monthly bills and check register 
3. Emily – Kwik Trip cards – 2-3 left, we will get another round of 20 soon 

Family Fresh receipts – Begins August 1st, need “Direct Your Dollars” portion of receipt,  
$150,000 in “directed dollars” = $1000 for us 

4. Elevator Capital Campaign – we received an additional $900, which makes a total of $39,708 (match included) 
Basket Fundraiser – 7 baskets, tickets for sale, done on October 23rd with chili feed, jars for tickets will 
be labeled, construction will begin right after the Harvest Dinner 

Pastor’s report  
1. Kelly & Timber’s wedding soon 
2. Confirmation – 5 - 7th & 8th graders using Genesis and 10 Commandments, 4 – 9th graders will write “faith 

statement” paper that is due Oct. 19th.  Sample directions discussed. 
3. March 19th – MN Boys Choir will be here 
4. Reformation Sunday – Oct. 30th Confirmation Sunday, Tom Stephan will be giving short “table talks” about the 

life of Martin Luther 

Committee reports 
1. Education & Youth – good start of the Sunday School year 
2. Worship & Witness -  Susie – first aid kit was purchased, time and talent sheets, Camouflage Sunday is 

November 13th, Palm Sunday will be First Communion 
3. Building & Grounds – Emily – stated in “unfinished business” 
4. Endowment – Jerid – nothing new to report 

Unfinished Business 
1. Church upkeep and improvement – endowment money – Gene fixed the window and hung gutter over the 

office door. Emily is hanging new light fixtures and is almost finished painting the bathrooms, new paper towel 
and toilet dispensers installed, gutter (overflow) problem has been fixed, carpets and floors will be scheduled 
after elevator is complete 

2. Old Pianos – Jerid found “Keys for Kids” – a place to possibly donate the pianos 
3. Cleaning Church – HELP is needed with this 
4. Auditing Committee – Dennis Freese is interested in filling this position. 
5. Endowment Committee – Craig Swenson resigned – we will wait for the 2017 Annual Meeting to fill  
6. Information Booklet – finished and in office for use 
7. Propane Contract – we signed a contract for .89 for the 2016-17 heating season 
8. Ransom Virus on the computer – Bob took the office computer to a friend of his, all files were restored 
9. Endowment Loan Balance - $8000 owed 

New Business 
1. Facebook/Website – look into possible future funding, putting it in the budget, endowment request?  
2. Unpadded folding chairs for sale - $3 per chair, approximately 30 chairs – to Elevator Fund 
3. Use of Church for a dance here on October 28th 
4. Amendments – from Synod National Convention – We need to vote to accept these into our constitution at the 

annual meeting  and then change/update ours 
 

Motion to Adjourn - Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

Next meeting date: October 11th at 6:30                  

Wanda Wells – Church Council Secretary 
 
 



 
Congregation Council Meeting - October 11, 2016 

Treasurer’s report – Roberta         
1. Third quarter taxes are due and will be done soon 
2. Money for chairs – all chairs are gone, Pastor has some he would be willing to donate to sell $3 per chair 
3. Emily – Kwik Trip carwash cards are available 

Amazon Smile is ongoing 
Family Fresh receipts continue to come in  

4. Elevator Fund - $40,622 (including matched $$) – hope to be done installing elevator by Oct. 23rd. 
Basket Fundraiser – about $1100 so far 
Chili Feed – October 23rd – free will donation  

Pastor’s report  
5. Confirmation Dinner – Oct. 26th, Friends of Rush River will help, Pastor donates chickens 
6. November Bible Study possibly at 7:00 on Wednesdays 
7. Ethan Hayes – organizing Mission Trip to Niagara Falls. 9 kids are going. There is also a high school event in Eau 

Claire for youth in our synod. 

Committee reports 
5. Education & Youth – Kathy reported that Sunday School will be making cards for a variety of “causes”, Mission 

Trip is being planned, Youth Group room is getting planned, Christmas Program practice starts Oct. 16th. “Not 
Sold in Stores” 

6. Worship & Witness -  Susie reported that the time and talent survey will be finalized with Pastor soon 
7. Building & Grounds – Emily reported that bathrooms are done with help from Robin & Darrell, Don, Gene Larson 

and Emily.  Plans are being made to paint cabinets in the kitchen.  We will unplug the “old” humidifier and just 
have the new one being used 

8. Endowment – Jerid reported nothing new at this time 

Unfinished Business 
10. Church upkeep and improvements:  Floors will be done soon after the elevator is complete, Window has been 

replaced, painting of bathrooms is finished 
11. Old Pianos – Jerid is arranging for our pianos to be donated to the “Keys for Kids” program which provides 

pianos to families who need one.   
12. Cleaning Church – We need someone to clean bathrooms and kitchen. Thank you again to Lawrence and Cindy 

for cleaning the rest of the church every week! 
13. Energy Audit – Bob will call Pierce Pepin again 
14. Member List – get a calling plan for cancellation of worship services 
15. Photo record – Emily will continue to get all this information on a thumb drive. 
16. School Loan Fund – Wanda will bring a recommendation for our next meeting. 
17. Endowment Loan – We owe $8000. Motion to pay $2000 to repay the Endowment Fund. 
18. Amendments for model Constitution – from Synod Convention need to be approved at our Annual Meeting. 

New Business 
5. Facebook/Website – look into possible funding… putting it in the budget, endowment request – yearly cost is 

approximately $2880. 
6.  Annual Meeting – all reports will be due January 15th. Wanda will get list of names for reports needed and give 

it to Linda and Don 
7. Harvest Dinner Committee – Thank you to the committee for all their time and organization of this event. 

 
Plan to Grow – “Inviting” church – June Living Lutheran magazine has suggestions to try  

Next meeting date: November 8th at 6:30                  

Wanda Wells – Church Council Secretary 
 
  



 

 
 

Website and Facebook - getting (even more) social! 
Facebook:  If you're on Facebook, then you already know how popular this online community has become!  No longer just for "friends", 

Facebook has become a portal for information, discussion, learning and connecting with like-minded people.  Join our online community 

to keep up with events, schedule changes, weekly blessings, see photos and even occasional videos!   

Website:  Can’t find your newsletter? Need to double check the calendar?  No worries! Our church website at www.rushriverlutheran.org is 

the place to access our newsletters, events and much more.  For example, our Ministries tab includes information on the Altar Guild, the 

Endowment Fund, our various ministry Groups, Music and Youth & Family. Accustom yourself to looking at the website now and save time 

when you need a quick answer later. 

While you’re there, please take a look at the “Ways to Give”, our on-line giving portal.  By using this method of giving, you are able to set up 

recurring gift payments, minimize paperwork for our Treasurer, and easily track your giving.  You can even use your credit card to boost your 

card points/rewards!  

 

            
  

             Thrivent Financial Christmas Open House hosted by John Levi and Kim 

 Friday, December 9th, 12 – 3 PM 

For more information, see bulletin board. 

 

Lutheran Counseling and Family Services of Wisconsin 
 

 

Lutheran Counseling and Family Services of Wisconsin is now offering counseling services to individuals, families and 
couples in the Rice Lake and Eau Claire areas. Jennifer Larson LaRue is a licensed marriage and family therapist, and an 
ordained ELCA pastor with 15 years of ministry experience. She is also a board-certified chaplain with the Association of 
Professional Chaplains and has worked for the past several years for Mayo Clinic Health System in Barron, Bloomer and 
Eau Claire. Her areas of expertise and interest include: spirituality and mental health, grief and loss, bereavement, 
marriage, relationships and communication, family issues, life cycle transitions, stress management, depression and 
anxiety. To make an appointment, call 888-867-4840. 

Slow down, settle in, light the 

candles, listen…pray 

Please come for the Holden Evening Prayer Services during Advent 
on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7 

Silence, quiet meditation, the lighting of candles, and music that 
draws on repetitive refrains so easy to grasp that one doesn’t even 

need a printed resource. 
About the Holden Evening Prayer:  It was written in 1985-1986 by 
Marty Haugen, while he was the musician-in-residence at Holden 

Village, a Lutheran retreat center in Washington State.   
This lovely setting of vespers follows the traditional form while using  

contemporary and inclusive language. 
Contents include "Service of Light," “Evening Hymn," “Joyous Light 

of Heav'nly Glory," "Evening Thanksgiving," "The Annunciation," 
"The Magnificat," "Litany and Prayers," and  a "Final Blessing" with 

short readings, pauses for prayer and candlelighting. 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/RushRiverLutheran/app_182667455607
https://www.facebook.com/RushRiverLutheran/app_182667455607
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http://rushriverlutheran.org/give/
https://www.facebook.com/RushRiverLutheran
http://rushriverlutheran.org/give/
http://rushriverlutheran.org/ministries/groups/
http://rushriverlutheran.org/newsletter/


Please Join Us for Christmas Caroling 
We are planning to carol to those in our congregation who are not able 

to make it out to services. We have 8 members we plan to visit. Because 

these members are located in several different towns, we do cover 

some ground. Please plan on joining us on Saturday, December 10 

from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

We would like to get a count of who can join us (if we do not get at 

least 6-10 carolers, we will probably have to cancel). Please plan on 

joining us if you can – it really helps to get a person in the “Christmas 

spirit” and it is great to see our members who are no longer able to join us at church. Please let Annette 

Kelley know if you can join us. Her phone number is 715-222-1767. You can join us for the entire time or 

for only a portion of the time.          

Thank you for your time! 

Ultimate Car Wash Cards Available 

                                   The Ultimate Car Wash Includes:                                                                                   

   *Undercarriage Flush              * Presoak           *Spot Free Rinse    
                    * High Pressure Wash or Soft Foam Wash         

 *Triple Shine Vehicle Enhancer/Cleaner                    *95 Second Super Dry 

Does your car need a wash? We can help! The Ultimate Car Wash Card is good at any Kwik Trip or Kwik Star Store. 
It includes 5 Ultimate Car Washes for $36.00. The best part is a portion of all sales stay here at Rush River! Please 
contact Emily at 715.760.0573 with any questions or for your card. 

 
Cleaning Closets? 

 Friends of Rush River are planning to collect gently used or new winter clothing for 
children and adults through December. Coats, hats, gloves, mittens, boots, snow 
pants, scarves, etc. are needed locally. Cash donations will be used to purchase more 
items. Local shelters are also in need of children's new underwear and socks. Please put items on the 
collection table in the entry or give to one of our members. Thank you for working with us to Reach Out in 
Love. 

Thank you for your time! 

Clinical Services Center – University of Wisconsin – Stout 

Stout’s Clinical Services Center provides a practice setting for well-trained and supervised Marriage and 
Family Therapy and School Psychology graduate students. It does this by providing affordable individual, 

couple, and family therapy services and educational assessment services to the general public. Brochures 
with additional information are available on the bulletin board. 

 

Cookie Bake & Exchange 

December 7, 2016 from 3-6 PM at RRLC  

Bring a couple kinds of cookie dough (mixed up) and we will bake them here at church. 
Bring a plate or container to bring some home. Some will be distributed during the 

Christmas caroling on December 10th. 



Art and Artifacts: The Life and Times of Martin Luther 

An exhibition coming to Minneapolis offers a rare look at art and historic objects 
in preparation for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 

By Jodie L. Ahern 

Travel back to the time of Martin Luther in a new exhibition coming to the U.S. 
“Martin Luther: Art and the Reformation” features hundreds of objects from 
noted German art collections, his actual childhood homes and recent 
archeological digs. This comes as the world prepares to mark the 500th 
anniversary of Luther distributing his famous “Ninety-Five Theses,” which 
ultimately revolutionized religion and society.  

The unique exhibition (which includes works from the Thrivent Financial 
Collection of Religious Art*) will make just one appearance in the U.S., at the Minneapolis Institute of Art 
(MIA) from October 30, 2016, through January 15, 2017.  

*Thrivent’s collection started in 1982 as a shared expression of Thrivent’s heritage and commitment to 
supporting the arts, culture, education and the community. Open to the public, it features original works 
on paper and religious subject matter spanning nine centuries. Visit Thrivent.com/offers/art.html to find 
out more. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 

From The Salvation Army: 

Greetings:  
Hope this email finds you well. It's that time of year again where we reach out to our churches and ask for their help 
with our Red Kettle Campaign. Please consider taking a day or two to ring for us this season. Your church can sign 
up at www.ringbells.org or call me on my cell and I can help, too. Our Red Kettle Campaign is our single most 
important fundraiser of the year and we appreciate all of you helping. Some of you have already signed up. Thank 
you!    

 

Also, right now Grace Place is in real need of New Bed Pillows. We have been serving so many and at one point we 
were completely out. Also, household supplies are a real need along with personal care items. AND, we always need 
diapers and wipes. We appreciate you all so much and the support you give throughout the year.  
 

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks so much!                     
 
Angela L. Moulton  

Media and Fundraising Manager  
  
St. Croix, Polk and Burnett Counties       Doing the most good 

Salvation Army          every year, The Salvation Army 

715-246-1222 St. Croix         helps nearly 30 million people,  

715-485-1221 Polk         roughly one per second.  

715-497-4438 Cell         Support us at    

          donate.salvationarmnyusa.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to a FREE Christmas Day Dinner 

December 25, 2016 

Hudson United Methodist Church 

1401 Laurel Avenue 

Support for this community-wide event is provided by local 

businesses. 

See bulletin board for further details. 



 

 

Distress or De-Stress? 

“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is 
necessary.” ~ Luke 10:41-42 

Jesus is coming! This joyful Advent refrain propels us through the days of December, when 
we prepare our hearts and home. If Mary and Martha of Bible times had owned a calendar, 
they could have written “Jesus is coming!” on that particular day when the words of this 
verse were spoken. 

During December we face lots of extra tasks and, like the sisters, can respond in two ways. 
Martha was distressed by all the preparations. Mary was de-stressed as she sat securely in 
the warmth of Jesus’ presence. Jesus chided Mary about her distress, reminding her that 
in spite of all the tasks at hand, only “one thing is necessary.” What a great way to 
evaluate the long to-do lists of December. Focus on one thing. Jesus is coming! 

Jesus, you are our special guest this season. Help us prepare our hearts to listen and learn. 
Amen. 

~ By Marj Maynard, Billings, MT 

From “Hopeful Living – Daily Devotions for Living Life to the Fullest 

 

 

 

 

Looking for Christmas Gift Ideas that Make a Difference? 

Check out the ELCA Good Gifts Catalog or go to www.ELCA.org/goodgifts.  

Where your money goes 

The ELCA’s approach to ministry starts with listening. After our congregations and global 

companions identify local needs, we partner with them as they develop solutions. As a long-

standing, unwavering presence in the nearly 90 countries, including the United States, we steer 

clear of “one-size-fits-all” answers and have enormous respect for local context, local expertise 

and local ingenuity. 

We are good stewards of your resources, holding administrative costs at less than 10%--among 

the lowest of other organization doing similar work. 

The items in the catalog (which you can find in the church office or online) are examples of work 

being done in projects and programs supported by funds from the ELCA. Your gifts will be 

combined with the gifts of others to fund areas of work related to your selection (e.g. international 

emergencies, health care, sustainable development, etc.) so that your donation has the greatest 

impact. In order to honor your generosity and keep administrative costs low, the ELCA does not 

track individual financial gifts to specific families or locations in the United States or abroad.  

 

http://www.elca.org/goodgifts


Rush River Lutheran Church 

N8623 County Road Y 

River Falls, WI 54022 

       

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rush River Lutheran Church – December 2016 
Worship Service at 10:30 AM ~ Sunday School at 9:15 AM 

Sunday School Christmas Program: Dec 11, 4 PM 

Advent Services: Wednesdays through Dec 21, 6:30 – 7 PM 

Christmas Eve Service: 4 PM / Christmas Day Service: 10:30 AM 

 

                                          Church contact information: 
Pastor Dave mobile:   715-557-0095     home:  715-268-9663 

Church:    715-684-3701 

                                                                            
 
 
 Website                             Facebook                 Email 

www.RushRiverLutheran.org          Facebook.com/RushRiverLutheran         Office@RushRiverLutheran.org 

               PastorDave@RushRiverLutheran.org                   

http://www.rushriverlutheran.org/
mailto:Office@RushRiverLutheran.org
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lovethispic.com/uploaded_images/54135-Christmas-Begins-With-Christ.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.lovethispic.com/tag/religious%2Bchristmas%2Bquotes&docid=V6zF5X6z-s0XNM&tbnid=ew3za-C3JidP9M:&w=403&h=403&bih=963&biw=1920&ved=0ahUKEwizl7WXne_OAhVP9WMKHQ4cAX84ZBAzCA0oCzAL&iact=mrc&uact=8

